Adapted playscript
Macbeth and Lady Macbeth plan to King Duncan
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LADY MACBETH:

MACBETH:
LADY MACBETH:

MACBETH:

What are you saying? ‘I'd like to wear the
crown but | don’t dare take it?’ You're like the
cat that wants the fish - but is scared of getting
his paws wet!

And if we should fail?

Have courage —and we'll not fail. Do it when
Duncan is asleep and, after tonight, he'll sleep
forever. Is it settled then?

Yes. Itis ... settled.
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Scene 5: Lady Macbeth’s chamber at Dunsinane

Dunsinane Castle. Lady Macbeth in her dressing room, attended
by female servants. She holds a letter and as they dress her she
reads...
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LADY MACBETH:

‘My beloved wife, | believe these weird sisters
really must have special powers. They told me
I'd be Thane of Cawdor - and it came true!
They even said | would be king! Keep this
secret, my partner of greatness ... | will be
with you soon.”

She puts the letter down.

Macbeth, you want greatness. But are you
ruthless enough to get it?

The servants go on with their business.

You're ambitious. But I think you'll be too
scared to do what’s needed. So come home
soon ... so | can inspire you to take the crown.
Without me, you will never do it.

Macbeth arrives.

Great Thane of Glamis ... and Cawdorl! Your
future starts now.
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MACBETH: King Duncan comes here tonight.
LADY MACBETH: When does he leave?
MACBETH: Tomorrow.

LADY MACBETH: That must not happen. He must not live to see
the morning sun.

MACBETH: What are you saying?
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LADY MACBETH:

MACBETH:
LADY MACBETH:

MACBETH:
LADY MACBETH:

You must welcome King Duncan when he
arrives. Smile with him. Look after him. But
our guest must be taken care of tonight!

Taken care of..?

Yes. Oh, Macbeth - your face is so easy to
read. But at the banquet tonight - you must
hide your feelings. Be friendly to our king ...
and leave the plan to me.

But—

Come now. Let us prepare the feast.

They exit.
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Scene 6: The great hall at Dunsinane

King Duncan and nobles (Banquo, Lennox,
Angus, Ross, Malcolm, Donalbain, Macduff) arrive and stand
nearby. Lady Macbeth enters with Macbeth, they bow to Duncan.

SERVANT: Pray quiet for the King!

DUNCAN: A toast! To our hosts - Lord and Lady
Macbeth!

ALL: Lord and Lady Macbeth!

DUNCAN: Your castle is beautiful, my lady. The air here is
so sweet!

LADY MACBETH: Your Majesty! You honour us with your visit.
DUNCAN: 1 hope we haven’t troubled you...
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MACBETH: We are at your service, my lord. Now, please,
let’s feast!

While King Duncan and all the lords and ladies take their seats,
Macbeth and Lady Macbeth move away together
and speak privately.

If I’'m going to do this ... then I'd better do it
fast.

Macbeth looks at Duncan.

But Duncan trusts me. | should be protecting
him - not killing him. There’s only one reason
to do it. My own ambition. And that could
bring me down.

LADY MACBETH: When he finishes supper and goes to sleep ...
that’s when you do it.

MACBETH: No. We'll go no further with this plan. He has
honoured me - as Thane of Cawdor! Can we
not just enjoy that?




