Duncan’s murder is discovered; his sons are afraid.
Scene 9: The hallway of Dunsinane

The King’s body is discovered. The lords -Macduff, Banquo, Ross 
and Lennox – jump from their beds and run from room to room to raise the alarm.

MACDUFF: 	Banquo! We must find the King’s sons, Malcolm and Donalbain!

BANQUO: 	Tell them the King is dead! Lennox - have you seen them?

LENNOX: 		They’re coming now!
Enter Malcom and Donalbain.
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MALCOLM/ 	DONALBAIN: What’s happening? What’s going on?
BANQUO: 		Your father has been murdered.
MALCOLM: 		No!
Donalbain draws his sword.

DONALBAIN: 	Tell us the name of the assassins!

MACDUFF: 	From the look of it his own servants did the deed. Their hands and faces are covered in blood and the daggers are nearby!

MALCOLM: 		I will face these lowly assassins now!

They start offstage but Macbeth comes.

MACBETH: 	Stay - the assassins are dead. I have killed them already.

DONALBAIN: 	What?

Lady Macbeth enters.

LADY MACBETH: 	What has happened? 
MACDUFF: 		The King, my lady, is dead.
LADY MACBETH: 	No...

MACBETH: 	Malcolm, Donalbain, listen to me. Your father lay dead, his murderers so close. Who could hold back?

LADY MACBETH: 	Help ... please ... I feel...
BANQUO: 		Lady  Macbeth - she faints!
MACDUFF: 		We’ll dress and meet in the great hall.
MALCOLM: 		My brother and I will join you shortly.
Exit Macduff, Banquo and Ross.

MALCOLM: 	Donalbain, I don’t trust anyone here. We must leave - separately. I’ll go to England. Macbeth and Lennox rush to her as she falls.
MACBETH: 	I must look after my lady. Lennox - help me carry her 
to her room.

Macbeth and Lennox exit supporting Lady Macbeth.

MALCOLM: 		Donalbain - we must be silent for now...
DONALBAIN: 	You’re right, this place isn’t safe.
MACDUFF: 		Something’s not right here, Banquo.
BANQUO: 		If there’s a plot - or treason - I’ll fight it.
MACDUFF: 		So will I.
ROSS: 		So will we all.


DONALBAIN: 	Ireland for me then, dear brother.

MALCOLM: 		Let’s go, while we can.

DONALBAIN: 	There’ll be no mercy here, only more murder. To horse!

They leave.



